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5.3.  Batlow 
This community is active, 

passionate and convinced of town 

survival. A recent announcement 

outlining Stronger Communities 

grant funding for Batlow will help 

achieve some of the community's 

desires. Highlighting the offerings 

of Batlow to tourists and visitors 

was high on the agenda at the 

workshop, along with the 

redevelopment of local facilities 

and infrastructure such as the 

cannery, showground and caravan 

park.  

Tourism 

Bringing key experiences to the community and new tourism product for all levels of budget in order to 

become a destination of choice. 

• "There is a real need for more accommodation in Batlow." 

Encourage business 

Includes cutting red tape, encouraging renewable energy and helping new and innovative small businesses 

to flourish. 

• "Each town self-sufficient" 

• "More emphasis on health e.g. spas, health retreats (similar to Daylesford)" 

Town improvement and beautification 

Upgrade of tourism facilities, beautification of streetscape with attention to public toilets and footpaths. 

• "It will look like a postcard that captures an image of nature/ beautiful facilities and wonderful 

people" 

Cannery 

Participants were of the view that something positive should be done with this site after it is demolished. 

• "Move the caravan park to old cannery site" 

Rail trail 

Participants believe tourism will be improved through the presence of the rail trail as an amenity for a new 

tourism market. 

• Rail trail!" 

Brindabella Road: the link to Canberra to ensure safety and accessibility to the region 

• "Bituminising Brindabella Road" 

 

Figure 14 - Prioritisation exercise at Batlow community workshop 
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Jobs 

Encouraging innovation, cutting red tape and support for micro-businesses (for example farm gate, 

boutique products, craft shops, restaurants and potentially IT).  

• "Help form new small business" 

Governance and Council's role 

Local government can play a role in innovative uses for existing mostly vacant sites, encouraging a central 

facility for meetings and workshops.  

• "Open up showground RVs" 

• "Inclusion over the whole Shire" 

Council office in Batlow 

Community would like to see Council having a visible presence in the community, facilitating meeting 

spaces, workshops, a central hub for community, and seeking grants. 

• "Appoint a staff member to seek grants that can be used by community groups to improve 

facilities" 

Youth 

Participants would like to see more youth related programs, activities and facilities to assist young people to 

stay in the area after graduation. 

" Incentives for young people to move into this area" 

Big ideas for Batlow 

• Showground to be opened up to RVs (Recreational Vehicles / Motorhomes) to create RV friendly 

town, catering to the 'Grey Nomads' and increasing business traffic  

• Bring the Batlow caravan park up to the same standard as Tumbarumba and Tumut  

• Turn the old cannery site into a botanical garden with playgrounds, petting zoo and water play 

areas  

• Modify use of existing community halls for indoor cricket, soccer, netball and volleyball. 

• Road produce stalls 

Short-term priorities which can be addressed by Council 

The below actions are suggested as simple quick ways to address the priorities and concerns for the Batlow 

community: 

• Implement RV idea and relevant signage 

• Regular updates on key infrastructure project upgrades and updates 

• Complete further community consultation on use for the old cannery site 

 

 




