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5.8. Tooma 
Council employees ran a pop-up event at Tooma on 9 December 2017. The features of this community that 

are most-loved include the people, events and the volunteer spirit. At this workshop we heard themes for 

improvement around infrastructure upgrades to public toilets, improvements to mobile phone reception 

and road grading and upgrades. In addition, key mentions were tourism-focused specifically branding, 

value-adding and diversification.  

Communications: including mobile phone and internet coverage 

We heard that mobile phone and internet coverage is poor in the Tooma area and impedes business 

operations. In addition, the area’s geographical isolation means that a means to communicate during an 

emergency is of widespread concern. 

• “We pay a fortune for a substandard internet service” 

• “What’s happening with the new mobile tower that was promised?” 

Cross-border collaboration 

Participants suggested Council work closely with Towong Shire to deliver Upper Murray 2030 projects and 

tie in branding with the Upper Murray brand. 

• “Great River Road should have the word Murray in it” 

Road upgrades and maintenance 

At the workshop, we heard concerns about road maintenance, including the frequency of unsealed road 

maintenance and the condition of the Tooma road.   

• “Getting a B- Double route from Tintaldra to Tooma. We realise that Council doesn’t want trucks 

going all the way through to Tumba, hence our request that the B-Double trucks only go to Tooma. 

It would considerably decease cartage costs to all those along this route.” 

Village amenity and cohesion 

Residents would like to see maintenance of the hall, village centre and area between the two as a unit to 

give a better 'village feel' and amenity (including painting bridges and park maintained more frequently and 

in better condition). 

• "Upgrade of Tooma Hall – power, water and toilets. Key meeting point and Puggles venue." 

Big ideas for Tooma 

Participants focused on upgrades to the community hall, increased infrastructure servicing and maintenance 

and Council providing advocacy for improvements to the community's communications services, including 

reducing black spots. Here are some comments: 

• “The area becomes famous for its wonderful meat as we have our own abattoir with Snowy Valley 

Beef/Lamb becoming a favourite amongst all consumers. The region is renowned for its beauty, wine, beef, 

lamb, cheese, distillery, deer hunting, .... tourists can't get enough. Win-win.” 

•  “To have an outdoor library space, undercover and accessible for everybody. We have the books just 

need the weatherproof storage. Preferably at the Tooma Hall.” 
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Short-term priorities which can be addressed by Council 

The following actions are suggested as simple quick ways to address the priorities and concerns for the 

Tooma community: 

• Regular updates on infrastructure maintenance and beautification improvements 

• Provide information to the community on the status of the Tesltra ‘mobile black spot’ funding to 

improve coverage in the Tooma area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




