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A policy with the strategic purpose "to ensure the environment is protected during
roadside project work and regular roadside maintenance”, and "protect and revitalise
areas of recognised ecological significance (Conservation Value)", is markedly deficient
if it fails to require appropriate dealing with threats to the roadside environment. South
Eastern Australia is all too frequently dominated by vegetation introduced to Australia by
colonists and/or immigrants. Too many ecologically damaging introduced species are
permitted, encouraged, or deliberately planted, to dominate roadside environments.
Many introduced species possess characteristics which not only dominate roadsides
denying habitat for native species, threatened or otherwise, but also detrimentally impact
air, water, and land quality. To presume to protect and revitalise roadside environments
without preventing ongoing propagation and/or infestation by introduced species, acts
contrary to claimed intentions to "protect local fauna and biodiversity ecosystems".
Roadside project or maintenance work which promotes, protects or maintains, invasive
or otherwise detrimental introduced vegetation species, is fundamentally in breach of the
principles of this policy, and the policy should expressly recognise this to be so.

| want to see SVC using glyphosate free herbicides. They are now readily available and
there is also the option of using steam wands and propane torches.
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