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THE MEETING WILL BE HELD AT 2.00PM  
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Disclosure of Pecuniary Interests at meetings  
(extract from the Code of Conduct – Section 4) 
 
4.28 Councillor or a council committee member who has a pecuniary interest in any 
matter with which the council is concerned, and who is present at a meeting of the 
council or committee at which the matter is being considered, must disclose the 
nature of the interest to the meeting as soon as practicable. 
4.29 The councillor or council committee member must not be present at, or in sight 
of, the meeting of the council or committee: 

(a) at any time during which the matter is being considered or discussed by the 
council or committee, or 
(b) at any time during which the council or committee is voting on any question in 
relation to the matter. 

4.30 In the case of a meeting of a board of a joint organisation, a voting 
representative is taken to be present at the meeting for the purposes of clauses 4.28 
and 4.29 where they participate in the meeting by telephone or other electronic 
means. 
4.31 Disclosure made at a meeting of a council or council committee must be 
recorded in the minutes of the meeting. 
 

Disclosure of Political Donations and Gifts 

The Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 places obligations on 
Councillors, staff, applicants and any person who makes a public submission, to 
disclose information relating to political donations and gifts during the environmental 
plan making or development assessment process.  

The fact that political donations or gifts have been made by applicants / proponents 
of a planning application should not affect whether an application is approved or 
refused. Political donations or gifts should not be relevant in making a determination. 
The matter should be determined on its merits. Nor do they provide grounds for 
challenging the determination of any applications. 

For further information, visit www.planning.nsw.gov.au/donations 

Furthermore, for each planning decision made at a Council or Committee Meeting, 
the names of Councillors who supported the decision and those that oppose the 
decision must be recorded. (Sec. 375A of the Local Government Act 1993) 

 
Use of mobile phones and the unauthorised recording of meetings  
(extract from the Code of Meeting Practice – Section 15) 
 
15.21 Councillors, council staff and members of the public must ensure that mobile 
phones 
are turned to silent during meetings of the council and committees of the council. 
15.22 A person must not live stream or use an audio recorder, video camera, mobile 
phone or any other device to make a recording of the proceedings of a meeting of 
the council or a committee of the council without the prior authorisation of the council 
or the committee. 
15.23 Any person who contravenes or attempts to contravene clause 15.22, may be 
expelled from the meeting as provided for under section 10(2) of the Act. 

http://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/donations


 

 

15.24 If any such person, after being notified of a resolution or direction expelling 
them from the meeting, fails to leave the place where the meeting is being held, a 
police officer, or any person authorised for the purpose by the council or person 
presiding, may, by using only such force as is necessary, remove the first-mentioned 
person from that place and, if necessary, restrain that person from re-entering that 
place for the remainder of the meeting. 
 
Livestreaming of Meetings  
(extract from the Code of Meeting Practice – Section 5) 

This meeting is live streamed on Council’s website to allow the community to follow 
Council debates and decisions without the need to attend meetings in person.  
Members of the public attending or speaking at a meeting agree to have their image, 
voice and personal information (including name and address) recorded and publicly 
broadcast.  Snowy Valleys Council does not accept liability for any defamatory 
remarks or inappropriate comments that are made during the course of a meeting.  
Any part of the meeting that is held in closed session will not be streamed. 
 
5.19 All meetings of the council and committees of the council are to be webcast on 
the council’s website. 
 

Photography 
Flash photography is not permitted at a meeting of the Council or a Committee of the 
council without the consent of the Chief Executive Officer. 

 
Public Forum  
(extract from the Code of Meeting Practice – Section 4) 
 
4.1 The Council may hold a public forum prior to each Ordinary Council meeting for 
the purpose of hearing oral submissions on items of business to be considered at the 
meeting.  
4.2 Public forums are to be chaired by the mayor or their nominee. 
 
Those attending must comply with the terms and conditions of the Code of Meeting 
Practice which can be viewed on Councils website; 
 
http://www.snowyvalleys.nsw.gov.au/Council/Governance/Policies 
 
 
 

 

http://www.snowyvalleys.nsw.gov.au/Council/Governance/Policies
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L. GOVERNANCE AND FINANCIAL REPORTS 

L.1 COVID-19 PANDEMIC UPDATE 

REPORT AUTHOR:    CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER  
RESPONSIBLE DIRECTOR: MAYOR JAMES HAYES  

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:  

This report serves to update Councillors and the rapidly changing environment around the 
Coronavirus pandemic and provides recommendations to assist the community in working through 
the changes to the facility and service operations. 
 

 

RECOMMENDATION: 

THAT COUNCIL: 

1. Receive the report on COVID-19 Update and note that Council is now operating in a 
rapidly changing environment 

2. Endorse the Snowy Valleys Council Draft Pandemic Plan, currently out on public 
exhibition, and note that Council’s Executive team have made a number of decisions 
around staff operations to try to reduce the risk to staff and put our people first 

3. In line with the Australian Federal Government guidelines and recommendations, 
makes the following decisions in regards to services, events, meetings and Council 
operations:  

a) The Chief Executive Officer keep Councillors informed on how essential services 
will be operated if the coronavirus significantly impacts our workforce and 
community 

b) Council strongly recommends to community groups that use Council 
owned/managed facilities to cease operations until further notice and advise that 
Council cannot guarantee the maintenance of facilities and may choose to close 
facilities where safe standards cannot be maintained 

c) Council encourages all community groups operating on non-Council facilities in 
the region to suspend their activities until at least the end May 2020  

d) Council cancel all Council events which are programmed to occur in until end May 
2020 

e) Council cancels all committee and working group meetings where no urgent 
decisions are required, until the end of May 2020 and meetings where urgent 
business is required will be facilitated by video or phone links 

f) The community be encouraged to view Council meetings via webcast rather than 
attending in person 

g) Council install signage at facilities that are closed to explain the reasons for the 
closure 

h) Authorise the CEO to reimburse any fees paid for the use of Council facilities and 
services where Council has determined the facilities and services would not be 
available due to COVID-19 closures 

i) Extend the timeline for grants where Council is the sole provider of the grants and 
support community groups requesting an extension of grants where the grants are 
outside the control of Council. 
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BACKGROUND: 

Council already knows that the Health sector are actively working to develop preventive and 
curative measures and it is important we are aware of the nature of the virus and to share 
information with Councillors, employees and the community to make decisions about changes to 
services and facilities provided to our communities.  
 
The novel coronavirus typically causes mild-to-moderate upper respiratory tract symptoms in 
healthy individuals, including:  

 difficulty breathing,   

 fever,   

 cough, and   

 fatigue;   

These symptoms could be easily confused with those of the common cold or flu. The incubation 
period for the virus ranges from two to 14 days. It is believed to be spread through close contact 
with individuals who are actively coughing and sneezing. The view of the potential for human-to-
human transmission is changing as cases are identified with unknown sources around the world. 
Good hygiene practices contribute to the minimisation of the spread of the virus. 
 

REPORT: 

Snowy Valleys Council has a number of responses regarding COVID-19: 

 A Draft Pandemic Plan Procedure 

 Service and Facilities Operations 

 Community response regarding services and facilities provided 

 Employee Wellbeing Management 

 Local Emergency Management Committee 

 
The Draft Pandemic Plan Procedure compliments the Business Continuity Plans and has a number 
of internal purposes: 

 protecting people 

 helping to prevent or slow the spread of disease, minimising its impact and managing 

recovery 

 ensuring the continuance of critical business activities 

A copy of the plan is attached for Council’s information. 
 
The Executive team have made the following decisions around services and facilities: 

 Events of 500+ pax are to be cancelled, postponed or if non-council, strongly advised to 

postpone 

 Bookings for Council facilities to be cancelled and reimbursed up until end of May 
 
The Executive team have made the following decisions around Councillor and staff wellbeing: 

 Increase communication to Councillors and staff around coronavirus actions and issues 

 Councillor and staff health and hygiene practices have been communicated and 

emphasised 
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 Councillors and staff have been recommended to self-isolate where they have travelled 

overseas, been in contact with a known coronavirus case, currently experiencing symptoms 

related to cold or flu, or have a medical condition that puts them or their family at higher risk 

from exposure 

 Councillors and Critical Staff should be excluded from face-to-face meetings where 

possible and have alternative arrangements put in place 

 Minimise food to be served at meetings or gatherings 

 Group training to be postponed/cancelled unless it relates to a critical safety aspect of the 

Council operations 

 Recruitment to be through video/teleconference options for essential roles only 

 Meetings on the Governance agenda to be reviewed for criticality and postponed where 

possible 

 Attendance in person at conferences and external meetings are to be cancelled or 

postponed.  

 
The SVC Emergency Management Committee met on Tuesday 17 March and have made the 
following decisions: 

 The state level response is currently sufficient to manage operations and there is no current 

need to stand up the local emergency management operations. 

 It is not envisaged that local Emergency Operations Centres will be required to respond. 

LINKS TO COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN AND DELIVERY AND OPERATIONAL PLAN: 

Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework: 
CSP Outcome 2028 
Theme 4: Communication & Engagement 

Delivery Outcomes 
4.3 Council has sound organisational health and has a culture which promotes action, 
innovation, accountability and transparency 

Operational Actions 
4.3.4 Promote and implement safety and well-being initiatives in accordance with Councils 
Resourcing Strategy and Safety Plans 

Financial and Resources Implications 

The impact on Councils operations will be evaluated and considered at future budget reviews. 

Policy, Legal and Statutory Implications: 

Council has a legal obligation to effectively manage Councillor, staff and community interactions as 
efficiently as possible within the resources provided. 

 
RISK MANAGEMENT – BUSINESS RISK/WHS/PUBLIC: 

The recommendations within this report serve to minimise risk within the rapidly changing 
environment around the Coronavirus pandemic to assist the community in working through the 
changes to the facility and service operations. 
 



- 
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OPTIONS: 

Council may choose additional or modified options to those suggested being mindful of the 
Council’s appetite for risk. 
 

COUNCIL SEAL REQUIRED: 

No. 

IMPLEMENTATION AND COMMUNICATION: 

Council’s Executive Leadership team have met with the greater Council leadership group and have 
made decisions around the effective operations of the organisation given the information we have 
had at the present time. 

As per our existing commitments we have increased both internal and external communication to 
ensure Councillors, Staff and Community are kept as up to date as possible. 

 

Attachments 
1 SVC Draft Pandemic Plan ⇩   
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L. CONFIDENTIAL 

The Local Government Act provides that Council may close to the public that part of 
the meeting that deals with matters of a confidential nature. Section 10(2) lists such 
matters. 

The grounds on which a meeting is closed to the public must be specified in the 
decision to close the meeting and recorded in the minutes of the meeting. 

 

Recommendation: 

That Council move into Confidential to consider the matters listed in the 
confidential section of the agenda in accordance with Section 10(2) of the 
Local Government Act 1993 for the reasons specified. 

L.1 RFT 2019/18 - ALPINE WAY (MR677) - SLOPE 11977 
REMEDIATION 
Item L.1 is confidential under the Local Government Act 1993 Section 
10A 2 (d)i and (d)ii as it relates to commercial information of a 
confidential nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial 
position of the person who supplied it and information that would, if 
disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a competitor of the 
council and Council considers that discussion of the matter in an open 
meeting would be, on balance, contrary to the public interest. 

L.2 OUTSTANDING WATER ACCOUNT - LOT 2 DP816017 
Item L.2 is confidential under the Local Government Act 1993 Section 
10A 2 (a) as it relates to personnel matters concerning particular 
individuals (other than councillors) and Council considers that 
discussion of the matter in an open meeting would be, on balance, 
contrary to the public interest. 

L.3 BATLOW CANNERY - PROPOSED LEASE 
Item L.3 is confidential under the Local Government Act 1993 Section 
10A 2 (a) and (d)ii as it relates to personnel matters concerning 
particular individuals (other than councillors) and information that would, 
if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a competitor of the 
council and Council considers that discussion of the matter in an open 
meeting would be, on balance, contrary to the public interest.  
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