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1. COMMENCING AT: 

 

2. PRESENT: 

 

3. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 

Snowy Valleys Council proudly acknowledges the traditional owners and custodians of this land and 
water and pay respects to their Elders past and present. 

 

4. APOLOGIES: 

 

5. DECLARATION OF PECUNIARY INTEREST: 

Pursuant to Section 4 of the Code of Conduct, Members are required to declare any direct or indirect 
pecuniary interest in any matters being considered by the Committee. 

 

6. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING: 

6.1. MINUTES - TUMUT AERODROME COMMITTEE - 11 FEBRUARY 2025 

RECOMMENDATION: 

THAT: 

1. The Minutes of the Tumut Aerodrome Committee meeting held on 11 February 2025 be 
received. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

1. Minutes of Tumut Aerodrome Committee Meeting Dated - 11 February 2025 
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Attachment 1 - 20250211 - Minutes - Tumut Aerodrome Committee
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7. BUSINESS ARISING: 
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8. AGENDA ITEMS: 

8.1. MATTERS - TUMUT AERODROME COMMITTEE - 13 MAY 2025 

REPORT AUTHOR: DIRECTOR INFRASTRUCTURE & WORKS 

RESPONSIBLE DIRECTOR: DIRECTOR INFRASTRUCTURE & WORKS 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 

To inform the committee of strategic matters concerning the Tumut Aerodrome including the Aerodrome 
Upgrade Project. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

THAT THE COMMITTEE: 

1. Receive the report on Matters - Tumut Aerodrome Committee - 13 May 2025 

2. Note the update on the Aerodrome Upgrade project 

REPORT: 

Update on the Aerodrome Upgrade Project – Option 3 – adopted by Council – December 2023 

Council's Director of Infrastructure and Works to provide an update including the below points: 

Construction Works - Update  

Construction works at the aerodrome are progressing well with the main runway and apron grading 
works now almost complete. All drainage works in and around the runways and taxiways are now 
complete.  

Council has let a fencing contract to “Big Ben Fencing” to undertake all of the perimeter fencing around 
the aerodrome which is part of the scope of works identified in the funding grant.  

Council has also let the runway and taxiway lighting contract to “Avionics Limited” to undertake all 
lighting works in accordance with the required CASA standards.  

The sealing of the runway, taxiways and aprons will be undertaken towards the end of June. This will be 
a temporary seal which will be line marked. This temporary seal will allow the aerodrome to become 
operational. The final seal will need to be applied in September / October when the average ambient 
temperature during the day is above 20 degrees. This will mean that the aerodrome will be closed for 1-2 
weeks while the final seal is applied.  

Overall, the upgrade works are now 75% complete. 
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Aerial Photo of works – March 2025  

 

Aerial Photo of works – March 2025 
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Aerial Photo of works – April 2025 
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Photos main runway grading works and aprons – April 2025  
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Photos main runway drainage works – April 2025  
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Photos main runway Drainage works – April 2025  

Land Acquisitions  

Council has finalised the land acquisition for the windsock area and the southern parallel taxiway area.  

Communications 

Council continues to communicate with a range of stakeholders across the LGA about the upgrade 
works. Notams are also prepared as required for Air Services Australia.  

New RFS Fire Control Centre  

Councils understands that the new proposed RFS Fire Control Centre has been pushed out to future 
financial years.  

Softwoods Working Group - Plantations Fire Protection Fund 

There are three (3) components to the Plantations Fire Protection Fund grant that the Softwoods 
Working Group received for the upgrade of the Tumut Aerodrome. 

1. New Hangar to house a “re-purposed Blackhawk” helicopter. $3.85million (Council has engaged 
Public works to work with RFS for the delivery of this project). The new hanger has to be 
completed by December 2025 

2. New waterline that forms part of the grant. Council has engaged specialist consultants to prepare 
a design for the new raw waterline. Councils is also requesting that the consultants investigate a 
“potable” water line. This will be costed as part of the consultant’s engagement. 

3. The new tractor mulcher – is being speced up by Council’s Manager of Technical Services and 
will be ordered before the end of this calendar year.  

Resolution of Council from 11 February Meeting 

Council has received representations from True North Helicopters who operate a business out of Tumut 
Aerodrome and provide firefighting and emergency response services to the RFS under contract. As a 
result of these representations a resolution of Council was made at the 11 February 2025 meeting. The 
resolution is below.  
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Council is not privy to the contract between True North Helicopters and the RFS but has now as per the 
resolution of Council written to the Commissioner of the RFS – Rob Rogers on 30 April as per the 
resolution.  

To date no response has been received.  

Financial Sustainability Workshop 

Council is still to organise a date to hold a workshop with committee members and all other aerodrome 
stakeholders to discuss potential financial sustainability strategies for the aerodrome which currently 
runs at a significant loss for Council each year. This was a resolution from the June 2024 Council 
meeting. 

CASA Manual Validation for Tumut Aerodrome 

CASA Annual Manual Validation is now also complete with a few minor outstanding issues to be 
addressed. was completed by Airport Surveys. 

Request for Radio Frequency to be changed at Tumut Aerodrome 

Council is continuing to investigate how to change the radio frequency at the aerodrome which has 
proving to be very difficult. Councils Director of Infrastructure and Works has written to the ACMA 
(Australian Communications and Media Authority) back in February and the email response is below.  

From: ACMA Customer Service Centre <info@acma.gov.au>  
Sent: Monday, 17 February 2025 12:39 PM 
To: Duncan Mitchell  
Subject: [SEC=OFFICIAL] RE: Request to change an aeronautical radio frequency - Snowy Valleys 
Council - Tumut Aerodrome [Ref: CSC2025-3146] CRM:001369020551 

Hello Duncan 

Thank you for your enquiry regarding an assigned apparatus licence application. 

To apply for a new licence, or request a variation for your existing assigned apparatus licence, we 
recommend you contact an accredited person (AP), who can help you with your application. Find an AP 
here?. 

Fee-exempt applicants can apply direct to the ACMA, as well as applicants who have contacted multiple 
APs who were unable to undertake the work (you may be required to show evidence of this). 

For additional information, please visit Aeronautical licence | ACMA 

Kind regards 

Stephanie 
Enquiries Officer 

mailto:info@acma.gov.au
https://www.acma.gov.au/find-accredited-person
https://www.acma.gov.au/find-accredited-person
https://www.acma.gov.au/licences/aeronautical-licence
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Customer Service Centre  
Telephone: 1300 850 115  
Email: info@acma.gov.au 

Councils Director of Infrastructure and Works has begun to go through the application process for a new 
licence so that the radio frequency can be changed to be specific to Tumut Aerodrome. The process is 
incredibly onerous and time consuming and has a cost yet to be determined associated with it.  

Damaged Windsock and tree removal  

The damaged windsock was replaced and Council sort and received permission to prune a tree a tree on 
private property that the aerodrome committee had identified as a potential hazard, The tree was pruned 
with land owners consent in October 2024. Aerodrome Committee members were notified that the 
windsock had been replaced on 21 June 2024 – and the tree pruned at the February 2025 meeting.  

ATTACHMENTS: 

Nil. 

 

 

 

9. GENERAL BUSINESS: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

10. NEXT MEETING 
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