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22 November 2024 

 
Snowy Valleys Council 
Att: General Manager, Mr. S. Pinnuck 
info@svc.nsw.gov.au 
cc jham@svc.nsw.gov.au 
 

Re: Invitation to apply for Tumut Aerodrome Aircraft Hangar Project - Plantations Fire 
Protection Fund and Council motion 

Dear Steven, 

 

I am writing to you in my capacity as Chair of the Plantations Fire Reference Group (FRG). The Fire 
Reference Group is aware of the motion carried at the Council meeting on the 21st November 
regarding the invitation to apply for the Tumut Aerodrome Aircraft Hangar project as part of the 
Plantations Fire Protection Fund (PFPF).  

It was noted that the Council supported progressing the project on the condition that assurance was 
provided to Council that locally based aerial firefighting services currently available are not 
diminished. As previously advised by the Fire Reference Group, the new hangar would not conflict 
with local service providers. True North has an existing use contract with the National Aerial Fire 
Fighting Centre (also see https://www.nafc.org.au/ ), which includes allocations for Tumut. These 
contracts have fixed terms and are reviewed periodically on a commercial arrangement and is 
something that is beyond the remit of the Plantations Fire Protection Fund process.  

The Fire Reference Group is not associated with the commercial arrangements between aircraft 
services providers and the NSW Government. Therefore, we cannot provide any further assurances 
in relation to contracting arrangements for the provision of local firefighting services now or in the 
future.  

https://www.dpird.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:info@svc.nsw.gov.au
mailto:jham@svc.nsw.gov.au
https://www.nafc.org.au/
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It should be noted that the purpose of the hangar is to provide additional and enhanced capacity for 
specialist firefighting aircraft to be available to the region. It is not about substituting one service 
for another. The project was identified to support the accommodation of firefighting aircraft owned 
or engaged by firefighting authorities without charges being incurred for its use.  

As the closing date for submission of applications is fast approaching with applications due on the 
3rd December 2024, it would be appreciated if the Council could advise the Department of Primary 
Industries and Regional Development (via forests@dpi.nsw.gov.au) if they do not wish to proceed.  

The Fire Reference Group has identified other priority projects that may be able to be considered for 
the PFPF if the Council do not wish to proceed and the application was withdrawn prior to the 
closing date for applications. It is uncertain if there will be an opportunity in the PFPF for alternative 
priority fire protection projects to be funded in the region if the Council chooses to withdraw the 
application after submission. 

 

Sincerely 

 
 

Karen Kneipp 

Chair, Plantations Fire Reference Group 

karen.kneipp@dpird.nsw.gov.au 

https://www.dpird.nsw.gov.au/
mailto:forests@dpi.nsw.gov.au


MURRAY REGION FIRE PROTECTION GRANT - TUMUT 
AERODROME HANGAR

 

1. 
REPORT AUTHOR: MANAGER TECHNICAL SERVICES
RESPONSIBLE DIRECTOR: INTERIM GENERAL MANAGER

2. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY:
Snowy Valleys Council considered at the 17 October, 2024 Ordinary Meeting the application or the Murray 
Region Fire Protection Grant. 
Council has received notice from the Department and Fire Reference Groups advising that the purchase of 
land was not an eligible project for submission. This was originally a project investigated by the FRG in July 
but not able to be proceeded with. The FRG have met to discuss potential other projects and are seeking 
Council endorsement for the progression of the Tumut Aerodrome Hangar project with additional available 
information presented

3. RECOMMENDATION:
THAT COUNCIL:

1. Approve the submission of the Tumut Aerodrome Hangar Project under the Murray Region Fire 
Protection Grant

4. BACKGROUND:
Following presentation of a report, Council considered the Murray Region Fire Protection Grant application at 
its ordinary 17 October 2024 meeting. Council resolved the following:

5. REPORT:
Council has received additional information from the Department of Primary Industries and Regional 
Development (The Department) regarding the invitation to apply for Tumut Aerodrome Aircraft Hangar Project 
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under the Plantations Fire Protection Fund. The Department has provided more context around the Fire 
Reference Group (FRG) and its decision making and 'believes the facility is crucial for both immediate and 
long-term fire protection in the region'. 
Further information provided by the FRG per the attachment to this report with the key points extracted below 
for Council consideration.

6. LINK TO COMMUNITY STRATEGIC PLAN AND DELIVERY AND 
OPERATIONAL PLAN:
Integrated Planning and Reporting Framework:
Community Strategic Plan Theme 
Theme 1 - Our Community
Theme 3 - Our Environment
Theme 4 - Our Infrastructure
Theme 5 - Our Civic Leadership
Community Strategic Plan Strategic Objectives 
CSP1 Our communities are connected and inclusive. Supported by services that nurture health, wellbeing and 
identity
CSP3 Our natural environment is cared for and protected to ensure future generations can experience and 
enjoy its beauty
CSP4 Our infrastructure includes Council services that plan, manage, maintain and renew our community 
infrastructure and transport networks
CSP5 Our Civic leadership and organisation government fosters open and transparent partnership with our 
community 
Delivery Program Principal Activities 
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1.4 Plan, manage and support the response and recovery of communities from natural disasters and 
economic shocks 
3.1 Create climate resilience through our actions and advocacy 
3.4 Partner with other agencies to protect our natural spaces and environment 
4.2 Manage and plan for affordable infrastructure to meet current and future community needs 
5.6 Proactively support and advocate for the needs of the community to other level of government and 
organisations 

7. FINANCIAL AND RESOURCES IMPLICATIONS:
Operating costs have been estimated at between $5,000 and $10,000 per year. Council has received formal 
notice from the Softwood Industry committing to funding operational costs of the hangar over the next 5 years. 
This agreement ending, coincides with the forecast completion of the Fire Control Centre (FCC) that is 
currently in the planning stage by Rural Fire Service. Upon completion of the FCC, it is intended that these 
costs transfer to the Rural Fire Service.

8. POLICY, LEGAL AND STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS:
Local Government Act 1993

Rural Fires Act 1997

9. RISK MANAGEMENT / COST BENEFIT ANALYSIS:
Nil additional.

10. OPTIONS:
1. Adopt as per recommendations set out in this report - preferred option.
2. Amend.
3. Decline the recommendations set out in this report

11. COUNCIL SEAL REQUIRED:
No

12. COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT AND COMMUNICATION:
Nil additional.

13. ATTACHMENTS
1. Letter Received From Fire Reference Group (Under separate cover)
2. Letter industry funding from SWG (Under separate cover)
3. BFMC Letter of Support - Heavy Helicopter Hanger Grant Proposal (Under separate cover)
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